
MELBO URNE  B RANCH ISSUE : OCT.   YEAR :  2011  VOLUME:  10  

� HARGRAVE LECTURE 

…….2 

Newsle�er 
Dedicated to Advancing Aeronau�cal Art, Science and Engineering  

Editorial Desk 
 
Well this month will start off with Hargrave Lecture and Dinner 
on 19th October 2011 by Ian Honnery. He will be sharing his 
experience and knowledge around the theme of ‘Mighty things 
from small beginnings grow’, so be sure to register your seats 
and get in quick.  
 
We all have worked on projects and we know they don’t go 
well and some:mes we have felt powerless to make any chang-
es. In our upcoming November lecture by David Ostler will 
highlight the lessons learnt from projects good and bad from a 
test pilots perspec:ve. Surely it’s a lecture not to be missed.  
 
Lastly don’t forget about the AGM that is coming up in Decem-
ber, so be sure to a�end it and be a part of the Royal Aeronau-
:cal Society.  
 
Enjoy the Hargrave lecture and dinner and we look forward to 
receiving your feedback.  
 
Warm regards 
Amit Menghani 
Aeronau:cal Engineer  
Young Victorian of the Year 2011  
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MIGHTY THINGS FROM SMALL BEGINNINGS GROW  

Ian Honnery  

Mighty things from small beginnings grow  

 

Date: Wednesday, 19 October 2011 

Venue: Rydges Melbourne  

Address:  186 Exhibi:on Street, Melbourne 

Time: 6 pm for 6:30 pm start 

 

Registra�ons required—see page 2 for details. 

 

David Ostler  

Lessons learnt from projects good and bad—a test 

pilot’s perspec�ve  

 

Date: Wednesday, 16 November 2011 

Venue: Engineers Australia Auditorium  

Address:  21 Bedford St, North Melbourne 

Time: 6 pm for 6:30 pm start 

Up coming Lectures  
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Presented by: Ian Honne 
Chief Executive of Aerospace Maritime and Defence Foundation of Australia Ltd., Aerospace 
Australia Ltd., Aviation Development Australia Ltd. and Maritime Australia Ltd. 

 
 

WEDNESDAY 19 OCTOBER 2011 
 

VENUE: RYDGES MELBOURNE 
 

ADDRESS: 186 EXHIBITION STREET, MELBOURNE 
TIME: 6:00 PM FOR A 6:30 PM START 

 
 
 

Ian Honnery is Chief Executive, and a member of the Boards, of Aerospace Maritimes and 
Defence  Foundation  of  Australia  Limited  and  its  affiliates,  Aerospace  Australia Limited, 
Aviation Development Australia Limited and Maritime Australia Limited. All four companies 
in the group are not-for-profit organisations established to promote the development of 
Australia's aviation, aerospace, maritime and defence resources. 

 
A cornerstone activity of the group is the biennial Australian International Airshow and 
Aerospace & Defence Exposition held at Avalon Airport near Melbourne in Victoria. Ian has 
been the Chief Executive of the ten shows held since the inaugural event in 1992. 

 
Originally a lawyer by profession, Ian was in private legal practice for 28 years before taking 
up his current full-time position. He also served in the RAAF Specialist Reserve for 25 years 
and was an active member of the aero club movement, playing a prominent role in the 
development of the successful Schofields Flying Club in western Sydney. He is currently 
chair  of  the  Australian  Industry  Forum  and  is  a  Member  of  the  Australian Institute of 
Company Directors, a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Management and a Fellow of the 
Royal Aeronautical Society. 

 
The Annual Hargrave Lecture and Gala Dinner is the highlight of the Royal Aeronautical Society's (Melbourne Branch) calendar. 
This event is an opportunity to network and get to know other members and industry experts over a delicious three course 
meal. We encourage payments before the 4th October at the following prices, to enable us to finalise the number of attendees 
with the hotel. 

Non-members $80  | EA / RAeS Members $60  | Students $45 
 

After this date, registrations will be accepted until 17th October at the following prices: 
Non-members $85  | EA / RAeS Members $65  | Students $50 

The event includes: 
• Hargrave lecture from 6:30pm to 7:30pm 
• Pre-dinner drinks 
• 3 course sit down meal including drinks package in private function room from 8:00pm 

 

Registration: Please register by 17th October 2011 
 

Website Registration: log on to http://www.engineersaustralia.org.au/divisions/victoria-division/events/ 
 

Contact: Cynthia Chen on 0423 733 129 or cchen148@gmail.com 
 

 
Dedicated to Advancing Aeronautical Art, Science and Engineering 



Safeskies Aviation Safety Conference  

 

 
The 10th biennial Safeskies Avia:on Safety Conference will be held on Wednes-

day 26 and Thursday 27 October at the Hya� Hotel in Canberra.It will be preced-

ed by the Anse� Memorial Lecture 2011, which will be a joint presenta:on by 

Australian astronaut Dr Andy Thomas and his wife, fellow astronaut Dr Shannon 

Walker. 

The conference will open on the Wednesday with a presenta:on by the Safeskies 

Avia:on Policy Group, which comprises: Mike Mrdak, the Secretary of the Depart-

ment of Infrastructure and Transport, Air Marshal Mark Binskin, Chief of Air 

Force, John McCormick, Director of CASA and Greg Russell, CEO of Airservices 

Australia. 

Other high-profile speakers invited to contribute include: 

• Kevin Humphrey, Director Safety Regula:on, Irish Avia:on Authority 

• Mar:n Dolan, Chief Commissioner ATSB 

• Dr Kathy Abbo�, NASA Ames/FAA project 

• Group Captain Alan Clements, Director Defence Avia:on and Air Force Safety 

• Lt Col Raymond E King, USAF 

• Yanick Malinge, Head of Safety Airbus 

• Greg Marshall, BHP Avia:on, BARS Program Manager 

• Vince GaloH, Deputy Head, Air Naviga:on Bureau, ICAO 

Safeskies has a theme for each of its conferences, but the story that they most 

want to get across is that avia:on safety doesn’t happen by accident.  Safeskies is 

not about “talking heads talking to talking heads”, it is a conference that is acces-

sible by, and of interest to, anyone working in avia:on at any level.    

Hence, the target audience of the conference is the people who need most to 

come, which is not heads of departments, but staff in the third and fourth lev-

el, working on anything to do with avia:on. 

For more informa:on: www.safeskiesaustralia.org 

 

ALL ABOUT THE ATLANTIS 
 

NASA's fourth space-rated space shu�le, OV-

104 "Atlan:s," was named aNer the two-

masted boat that served as the primary re-

search vessel for the Woods Hole Oceano-

graphic Ins:tute in Massachuse�s from 1930 

to 1966. The crew also used the first electron-

ic sounding devices to map the ocean floor.  

 

Atlan:s was completed in about half the :me 

in man-hours spent on Columbia. This is 

largely a�ributed to the use of large thermal 

protec:on blankets on the orbiter's upper 

body, rather than individual :les requiring 

more a�en:on. 

 

Weighing in at 151,315 pounds, Atlan:s was 

nearly 3.5 tons lighter than Columbia.  

 

On Oct. 3, 1985, Atlan:s launched on her first 

space flight, STS 51-J, with a classified payload 

for the U.S. Department of Defense. The vehi-

cle went on to carry four more DOD payloads 

on later missions.  

 

Atlan:s also served as the in-orbit launch site 

for many noteworthy spacecraN. An impres-

sive array of onboard science experiments 

took place during most missions to further 

enhance space research in low Earth orbit. 

 

Star:ng with STS-71, Atlan:s pioneered the 

Shu�le-Mir missions, flying the first seven 

missions to dock with the Russian space sta-

:on. When linked, Atlan:s and Mir together 

formed the largest spacecraN in orbit at the 

:me. On STS-79, the fourth docking mission, 

Atlan:s ferried astronaut Shannon Lucid back 

to Earth aNer her record-seHng 188 days in 

orbit aboard Mir.  

 

The most significant upgrades and new fea-

tures included:  

• Installa:on of the drag chute 

• New plumbing lines and electrical con-

nec:ons configuring the orbiter for ex-

tended dura:on missions 

• New insula:on for the main landing gear 

doors 

• Improved nosewheel steering 

• Installa:on of the Mul:func:on Electron-

ic Display System, or "glass cockpit" 

 
Source:  NASA   

Impact of Aviation on Environment 
 

An interna:onal flight from Abu Dhabi and Sydney will take to the skies this week-

end to demonstrate how improved air traffic management can reduce the impact 

of avia:on on the environment. As part of the Indian Ocean Ini:a:ve to Reduce 

Emissions (INSPIRE) program, Airservices air traffic controllers, in coopera:on with 

other air naviga:on service providers and airports in the region, will use technolog-

ical innova:on and best prac:ce air traffic procedures during every phase of the 

flights, from gate to gate.  

 

Virgin Australia flight VAU30, operated by a Boeing 777-300ER, will be given an 

unrestricted taxi and take-off when it leaves Abu Dhabi at 10.55am (local) on Satur-

day. The flight will then be given an uninterrupted climb to its ini:al cruise level, 

touching down at Sydney Airport at 6.20am on Sunday. 

 

The INSPIRE flight aims to demonstrate efficiencies that can be achieved within the 

current Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean air traffic management environment by re-

moving controllable system constraints as far as is prac:cable.  

 

The reduc:on in emissions demonstrated through the INSPIRE program will serve 

as a basis for establishing a credible emissions reduc:on target level. 

 

Results from the INSPIRE program will be used to establish a program that could 

ul:mately lead to the achievement of these emissions savings on an ongoing basis. 

Source: Dominic Perry, Flight Global. 
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North Melbourne VIC 3051 
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melbournebranch@raes.org.au 

 

Website (Aust. Division): 

h!p://www.raes.org.au 

 

Global Website: 

h!p://www.aerosociety.com 

 

Opinions expressed in this newsle�er do not 

necessarily represent those of RAeS, the Mel-

bourne Branch.  

 

Promo:on of external events does not imply 

endorsement by RAeS. Contribu:ons and 

feedback are welcomed.  




