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ADVOCATES PROGRAM

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

COUNCIL HAS approved the establishment of a program of
advocacy which will provide more meaningful and valuable
interaction with other industry elements.
The concept involves the appointment of individual volunteer
members to work closely with industry and government
organisations in a liaison role to provide a strong line of twoway communication and identify opportunities for mutual
benefit and support. In other words to keep the Division and
branches close to what is happening in such organisations and
to keep them well informed about what we are doing and how
we might be able to work with them for the betterment of the
industry as a whole.
The program has almost unlimited applicability and potential
but the plan is to start with a few obvious opportunities.
Accordingly, we will initially seek to place advocates in the
Australian Air League, the Air Force Cadets, the Australian
Youth Aerospace Association, the RAeS New Zealand Division
and the Defence Aviation Safety Authority.
If you are interested in any such role, please communicate
with the General Manager: generalmanager@raes.org.au

I WANT to take the opportunity to wish all members a
very merry Christmas and happy New Year. I hope you
get a chance to celebrate with friends and family.
To those of our members who are suffering due to
fire or drought, my thoughts are with you.
We have had a very successful 2019 with changes to our
meeting structure for Council which will allow us to focus on our
future strategy, engage more with the branches as councillors
and still ensure we are focussed on good governance.
I will continue to strive to enhance member value and I
encourage feedback from our community regarding that. The
Council and committees do not hold all the good ideas. I am sure
there are many members who also have great ideas about how to
take our Society forward. Please pass them on to me.
I would also like to take the opportunity to thank my fellow
Council members for committing their time to support our great
Society; and also to our General Manager, Doug Nancarrow, who
runs the Division on a daily basis.
I look forward to 2020 and the opportunities it will present.
Fly safe.
AVM (Retd) Mark Skidmore AM FRAeS

MEMBERSHIP DUES 2020
THE DIVISION Council decided that there would be no
increase to the membership dues for 2020 so renewal notices
are being sent out with 2019 rates.
Once again the payment to the UK, which has always applied
but has not previously been visible, is itemised because
Australian GST does not apply to it. This amount, currently
A$116, is automatically applied to your total.
GST on the Australian component of the total is also
itemised for your tax purposes.
Renewal notices are being emailed to members through
December and early 2020.
The process of renewing online, as per the instructions
provided in the renewal notice, is straightforward and should
not present you with any issues, but again contact the GM
if you have any problems or questions. The process will
automatically issue you with a tax receipt once payment is
completed.
EFT payments and cheques are welcome and relevant
instructions are given in the renewal notice.
If you have NOT received a renewal notice by the end of
January it is possible your membership has lapsed due to nonpayment in previous years. If you suspect this might be the
case please draw it to the attention of the GM. Reinstatement
of membership is relatively simple as long as the lapse has
not been lengthy.

NEWSLETTER
DECEMBER 2019
DIVISIONAL GRANTS
INTERCOLLEGIATE
ROCKET ENGINEERING
COMPETITION

DURING 2019 the following secondary
and tertiary student activities were
supported in the areas of aerospace
science, technology, engineering and

mathematics (STEM) through Divisional
grants, which are substantially
funded using Corporate Partners’
sponsorships:

AUSTRALIAN SPACE DESIGN COMPETITION –
SECONDARY SCHOOLS
THE ASDC is a national competition
for high school students held at the
University of Queensland each year
during the summer school holidays. The
ASDC is run by a not-for-profit student
association (SDCA) which engages
with schools’ Years 5-12 students in
high quality, industry simulation STEM,
supported by industry experts. The
premier event for SDCA is ASDC which
brings together ten finalist secondary
school teams from across the nation,
comprising about 150 students, to
compete in the weekend-long space
design competition. The selected
winners then have the opportunity to
represent Australia at the International
Space Settlement Design Competition
(ISSDC) held at the Kennedy Space
Centre Florida in July.
As it can be difficult for school
teams from regional/remote areas
or interstate to travel to Brisbane
to participate in the ASDC, the

RAeS Australian Division provided
a $5000 grant to SDCA which was
put towards enabling travel and
accommodation. In all 48 students, of
whom over 15 percent were female,
and accompanying teachers from one
regional Queensland school and four
interstate schools were supported. The
RAeSAD also supported a student to
attend the 2018 ISSDC by providing
some travel funding.
In this year’s competition students
were formed into 5 ‘companies’ and
required to respond to a Request-forTender (RFT) which called for a proposal
to design a space habitat which had
the aim of collecting and processing
space debris in Earth orbit. Set in the
year 2044, the settlement had to house
550 residents and up to 50 transient
operatives. Each team gave a 20 minute
RFT presentation and a 5 minute Q&A
session to an assessment panel of
independent industry professionals.

WITH A grant of $5,000 the
RAeSAD supported a bid from
the Sydney University “USyd
Rocketry” Team to prepare for and
compete in the Intercollegiate
Rocket Engineering Competition
(IREC2019) held in June at
Spaceport America in New Mexico.
The Team competed in the
Australian competition before
qualifying to enter IREC2019
and successfully launched 4
high-power rockets during these
competitions.
‘USyd Rocketry’ was one of
about 115 global university
teams, and currently the only
team from Australia, to compete
in IREC, winning with their rocket
Silvereye in the ‘10,000 feet
commercial off-the-shelf category’.
They received perfect IREC scores
for the project technical report and
the poster session presentation,
a Predicted verses Actual result
of 98.9% and, with a final score
of 1146.9, attained the highest
score in any category in the three
years since the competition has
been run in its current form.
Over 50 students directly
benefited from the exercise,
gaining hands-on practical
experience with rocket
engineering; and inspiring many
others to consider a career in
aerospace. Millions of views
have been generated on social
media and via traditional media,
including television appearances
and newspapers.
The Team has since partnered
with The University of Sydney and
RAeSAD to engage with the wider
community; including by providing
a presentation and laboratory tour
through the Sydney Branch.
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BEQUEST
THE DIVISION has been the beneficiary of a generous bequest from the estate of the
late Rex Whalley FRAeS, a member of the Division since October 1947. Mr Whalley
passed away earlier this year in North Queensland.
The substantial bequest included a significant amount of money to be used ‘to assist
in the education and training in aeronautics’ with a specific application to the provision
of post-graduate scholarships in aeronautics. Mr Whalley expressed the hope that this
might involve graduates of the University of the South Pacific in Fiji.
The Division has received legal advice as to the flexibility available for interpretation of
Mr Whalley’s intent and is currently analysing this to determine the best use of the funds
going forward. In the meantime the funds will be placed in trust under the supervision of
the Executive Committee until a more formal stewardship can be established.
Mr Whalley’s bequest also included books, documents and other materials which are
being assessed for their value to the aerospace community.
The General Manager would be grateful for any information from members about the life and
career of Mr Whalley, so that his generosity can be acknowledged where and how appropriate.

YOUR REPRESENTATIVES
PRESIDENT: AVM Mark Skidmore (Ret) FRAeS
PAST PRESIDENT: Prof Andrew Neely FRAeS
HON SECRETARY: Maj Wendy Wheadon MRAeS
HON TREASURER: John King FRAeS
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Mark Skidmore FRAeS; Andrew Neely FRAeS; Wendy
Wheadon MRAeS; John King FRAeS; Geoff Wilkinson MRAeS; Doug Nancarrow MRAeS.
COUNCILLORS: David Adkins MRAeS; A/Prof Cees Bil MRAeS; Col Rob Crowe (Ret)
FRAeS; Capt Mike Galvin FRAeS; Ian Kearsley AMRAeS; AVM Margaret Staib (Ret)
FRAeS; Karen Trezise ARAeS; Maj Wendy Wheadon MRAeS; Brad Wheatley FRAeS;
John Vincent FRAeS.
BRANCH CHAIRS: ADELAIDE: Peter Docking FRAeS; CANBERRA: Lea Vesic
MRAeS; MELBOURNE: Don Love MRAeS; PERTH: Geoff Wilkinson MRAeS;
QUEENSLAND; Mike Hansen MRAeS; SYDNEY: David Cox FRAeS.
COMMITTEE CHAIRS: MEMBERSHIP GRADING: John Vincent FRAeS; GRANTS:
John Vincent FRAeS; GOVERNANCE & RISK: Mark Skidmore FRAeS; STRATEGY:
Horace Leung MRAeS; MEMBER VALUE: Margaret Staib; Youth: Rob Crowe FRAeS.

MEMBER-ONLY WEBSITE CONTENT
MOVES ARE underway to provide members with access to videos of talks etc held at
both branch and divisional levels, to take full advantage of the quality of this material.
Branches are being provided with video equipment to record their events and these
recordings will be available ONLY TO MEMBERS through the Division’s website.
Already video content on the website is behind a members-only wall but the volume
of material available will increase dramatically in the near future.
We will keep you advised about the maturity of this project, but you are encouraged
to check the website often for news and advice of events as well as the availability of
video material.
This initiative is one of many in the pipeline to build membership value.

LIAISON WITH
THE NZ DIVISION
PAST-PRESIDENT John Vincent and
the General Manager spent two days in
Wellington in November at the invitation
of the New Zealand Division, specifically
to attend the Division’s annual seminar
and to hold talks regarding cooperation
between the two divisions to generate
mutually beneficial synergies.
The invitation followed an earlier one
from the Australian Division for two
people to attend the Aviation Safety
Forum in Sydney in June this year.
The two exchanges proved very
worthwhile and both parties have agreed
that the relationship should be continued
and developed.

2019 MEMBERSHIP
THERE WAS a total of 747 active
members of the Australian Division
of the RAeS as at 12 November
2019.
Active members are defined as
those paid up for 2019 at that date.
The breakdown by member
category is:
Life member
FRAeS
CRAeS
MRAeS
AMRAeS
ARAeS
Affiliate
E-Associate
Student

2
226
3
175
39
56
77
10
131

CORPORATE PARTNERS

